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In both LASIK and PRK, an excimer laser is used to ablate the corneal tissue and change the shape of the cornea.
The main difference between the two procedures has to do with the layer of the corneal tissue that is treated.
With LASIK, the surgeon creates a flap out of the topmost corneal tissue and uses the laser on the tissue below
that. With PRK, a more superficial layer of corneal tissue is removed and no flap is created.
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Unique
Characteristics

Recovery is more rapid &
slightly more comfortable.

Patients with corneas too thin for
LASIK may be candidates for PRK.

Unique potential
complications

N/A

Haze or scarring in the cornea (low
percentage of population).

Eye is anesthetized.

The Alcon FS200 laser is used to make a
flap in the corneal tissue.

The Excimer laser ablates exposed tissue to

Eye is anesthetized.

Epithelial layer of the cornea is
loosened and removed.

Excimer laser ablates exposed tissue

Procedure reshape the cornea. to reshape the cornea.
. Bandage contact lens is placed on the
The flap is smoothed back over the eye. eye to protect it during the process.
Both eyes are corrected on the same day. Both eyes can be corrected on the
same day.
Edges of flap are usually sealed in a Epithelial layer takes 3-5 days to heal
Healing couple of hours and fully healed in a and 3-4 weeks to completely smooth

few weeks.

out.

Pain & Medication

Patient usually experiences mild dis-

comfort 2-6 hours after surgery. OTC
pain relievers such as acetaminophen
can be taken to control discomfort.

Patient may experience a slight

“sandy or gritty” sensation in their
eye(s) for a couple of days. Patients
will be prescribed pain medication.

Functional Vision

Functional vision is usually achieved
overnight.

Functional vision can take 5-7 days to
achieve.

Best Corrected Vision
(BCV)

BCV is usually achieved in 1-4 weeks.

BCV is usually achieved in 4-8 weeks.

Return to normal
activities

Patients usually resume normal
activities the next day and should
refrain from swimming, hot tubs or
contact sports for 2 weeks after
surgery. Eye make-up can be worn
after 1 week.

Patients usually resume normal
activities in 1 week and should refrain
from swimming, hot tubs or contact
sports for 2 weeks after surgery. Eye
make-up can be worn after 1 week.

We highly encourage all those interested in laser vision correction to take advantage of our complimentary
consultation. At the consultation we will check the general health of your eyes, your refractive power and other
indicators to determine if you are a laser vision candidate. You'll be examined by your surgeon and have the
opportunity to discuss all pros/cons, potential risks & expectations so that you can make a well-informed decision.

To learn more about LASIK/PRK eye surgery or to schedule a free consultation, please visit
our website at www.denvereyesurgeons.com or call us at (303) 273-8761.
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